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A City School & Country School at
Joanna Furnace Iron Works

From the President,
Ron Schlegel

Hay Creek’s 2017 President Ron Schlegel. Ron
has been a member of the Hay Creek Valley
Historical Association since 1975.

Volunteer Jenn Weiler was impressed with the Reading students' intricate handiwork on their quilling boxes.

Joanna Furnace hosted two groups of students this past spring. Twin Valley Middle School’s
entire fifth-grade class of 252 students visited on May 17, and 65 of Reading 16 th and Haak’s
best and brightest visited on May 24. These visits from a country school and a city school
made May an exciting — and hectic — month for the Hay Creek Valley Historical Association.
This was the fourth consecutive annual visit for Twin Valley Middle School, so we added
some new activities to make the trip more exciting for the fifth-graders and their chaperones. Students learned about tinsmithing from Ray Oxenford, and they made a tin napkin/
letter holder. They also learned about Civil War medical treatments, bugle calls, and weapons thanks to members of the 149th PVI Bucktails.

It’s hard to believe 2017 is almost half over.
One of the things I’ve tried to do since becoming president in January is increase communication from the administration and
board to membership and vice-versa. We’ve
initiated simple, fast-reading emails both for
the general membership and for internal
board communications.
My goal is to be approachable and open to
volunteers, membership, leadership, board,
partners, and the community. I thank all
who have contacted me personally by phone
and email to discuss items that are on your
mind. I encourage that two-way communication. To expedite this communication process, I am available every Thursday at the
furnace to meet with anyone.

It was a steamy 95 degrees for the Twin Valley visit, but our volunteers did their best to pro-

Also, the board recommended and the
membership ratified a proposal to change
the by-laws to have only two general membership meetings each year: the March organizational meeting and the November
election meeting. That means our next general membership meeting will be in Novem-

See City & Country School on Page 3

See From the President on Page 8

The educational programs presented were A Civil War Soldier’s Life, the Day at Joanna
Tour, and Early American Technology, and hands-on activities included open-fire cooking,
herb collection, pottery, butter making, weaving, penny rugs, band boxes, pipe drilling, candle making, and quilling.
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Membership Information
Kyle and Heather Donaldson of Pottstown
donated a Joanna Furnace #3 10-plate stove
at the May 20th Joanna Furnace Iron
Works Day.

The stove is currently on display in the Charcoal
Barn Museum; however, the Association plans to
use it for interpretation in the Open Hearth
Cooking Area at the Hay Creek Festival.

Doug Logan, Caroline Lee and Tammy Logan share a
volunteer moment at the March Irish Breakfast.

Thank you Kyle and Heather for this generous
donation! The Association greatly appreciates
having a piece of our heritage return to the
Historic Joanna Furnace Iron Works.

July / August

Calendar of Key Events & Activities

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
Ron Schlegel (first term)
1ST VICE PRESIDENT
David Pray (first term)
2ND VICE PRESIDENT
Alan Harris (third term)
RECORDING SECRETARY
Tammy Schaeffer (first term)
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Sylvia Loughery (second term)
TREASURER
Steve Freeman (first term)
DIRECTORS
Luke DiBerardinis (16-18)
Phyllis Hummel (17)
Charles Jacob (17-19)
Deb Kirlin (17-19)
Chris Mullen (15-17)
Jenifer Sparr (17-19)
Jack Woods (16-18)
Steve Witmer (15-17)
Jeremiah Wright (16-18)
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Mark Zerr

Newsletter Editor — Mark Zerr
610-286-0388 / mzerr@haycreek.org
Copyright 2017 Hay Creek Valley Historical Association
The Newsletter is an official publication of the Hay Creek Valley
Historical Association. The purpose of the Hay Creek Valley Historical Association is to promote, within our community, an appreciation for our local heritage. This will be accomplished by maintaining
and instructing in those crafts, skills and artifacts that represent our
local heritage.

(Ongoing event . . . Volunteer Day EVERY Thursday 9 am to 3 pm)

July
5 Society of PA Archaeology Meeting — 7 pm
6 Archaeology Program—Boy Scout Troop 315
8 Delaware Valley Orienteering 8 am to 9 pm
14 Hay Creek Festival Marketing Materials Due /September Newsletter Article Deadline
26 Board Meeting—6:30 pm

August
2 Education Program — Makato Summer Camp
Society of PA Archaeology Meeting — 7 pm
6 Archaeology Digging at Joanna Furnace — 8 am—12 noon
8 Hay Creek Festival Press Information Distributed
10 Prepare Chicken for Hay Creek Festival Soup — 8:30 am
13 Archaeology Digging at Joanna Furnace — 8 am—12 noon
15 Morgantown Area Business Association Picnic — 5:30 to 7:30 pm
16 Hay Creek Festival — Interpreter Ice Cream Social — 7 pm
(Interpreters will learn about the “Meet the Joanna Villagers Parade”, booth
placement and receive festival passes for the upcoming Hay Creek festival)
16 Hay Creek Festival — Interpreter Garb Loaning Deadline
17 Prepare Chicken for Hay Creek Festival Soup — 8:30 am
17 Hay Creek Festival — Vendor / Interpreter Passes & Map Mailed
20 Archaeology Digging at Joanna Furnace — 8 am—12 noon
21 Hay Creek Festival Vendor Food Prices Due
23 Board Meeting — 6:30 pm
24 Hay Creek Festival Volunteer Lists Due for Festival Passes
24 Prepare Ham & Beef for Hay Creek Festival Soup — 8:30 am
25 Hay Creek Festival — Interpreter Garb Pickup
26 Hay Creek Festival — Interpreter Garb Pickup
29 Hay Creek Festival Food Vendor Meeting — 7 pm
31 Hay Creek Festival Clean-up & Set-up
SAVE THE DATES:
41st Annual Hay Creek Festival — September 8—10, 2017 — 10 am to 5 pm daily
Hay Creek Apple Festival — October 14-15, 2017
Christmas at Joanna — December 1-3, 2017

The Hay Creek Valley Historical Association is a Registered 501(c)(3) organization. The official registration and financial information of the Hay Creek Valley Historical Association may be
obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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Historic Joanna Furnace is a Safe Site
Whether they are homeschooling members, public school
students, scouts or summer camp attendees, youngsters visiting or working here and their parents can feel secure. The
fact is that as of this date most of our staff has met the state
requirements and our site is well on its way to being fully
compliant with the Pennsylvania Child Protective Services
Law.
Being a SafeSite will do two things for our organization.
First, for parents and schools bringing students to Joanna
Furnace, we can show that our staff has met the state requirements for keeping children safe. Secondly, our staff has
been trained to recognize potential child sexual abuse and
can readily report issues to proper authorities.

Volunteer Steve Witmer joined us on his birthday, May 17, to help teach
Twin Valley students about ways people used pottery in the 19th Century.
Here he is helping a student paint a piece of pottery.

vide a great program despite layers of garb that added to the
heat. Even when the students got restless in the afternoon heat,
our volunteers stayed cool, calm, and collected.
One Twin Valley chaperone said, “All of the instructors we met
were personable, and were great with the kids.”
Our dedicated volunteers returned the following Wednesday
for Reading 16th and Haak’s visit to Joanna Furnace. The students enjoyed the Day at Joanna Tour in the morning, and
they participated in various crafts in the afternoon.
The students participated in open fire cooking, candle making,
butter making, food preservation, herb collection, quilling,
weaving, pipe drilling, and Volunteer Dave Culp gave a presentation to the students about the Civil War. In addition, Volunteer Dave Pray led a woodworking activity with some of the
students who made birdhouses to take home.
The Reading students had to earn the Joanna Furnace trip
through good behavior, and many of our volunteers made comments about how well-behaved the Reading students were. Volunteer Jenn Weiler, who organized the quilling activity, said
the Reading students were the best group she has had yet.
The Reading teachers had equally good things to say about our
volunteers. “I was so impressed with the presenters. They were
just as excited to have our students as the students were to be
there,” said one Reading Middle School Teacher.
Another Reading Middle School Teacher said, “It was an amazing day. The students got skills they will remember and use for
a lifetime. Thank you for making a world of difference in our
community and our children's lives.”

In this day and age, we have to be painfully aware that 25%
of all girls and about 17% of all boys by the age of eighteen
will be victims of sexual abuse. The Hay Creek Valley Historical Association is dedicated to protecting our member
youngsters as well as our visitor youngsters from abuse. We
have 94 staff members (educators, tour guides, interpreting
crafts persons, interpreting technology volunteers) who are
required by state law to have approved adult training and
background checks. Without this certification, noncompliant volunteers will no longer be allowed to work with
youngsters under the age of 18 in any Hay Creek program.
For those volunteers who still need to apply for clearances
please email Ambre Juryea-Amole at aamole@haycreek.org.
or call the Hay Creek Office at 610-286-0388.

The Reading Middle
School teachers
want to bring their
fifth-grade students
back next year, and
we will be delighted
to have them. And
of course, we couldn’t offer hands-on
educational programs to these students without the
hard work and dedication of our volunteers. Our volunteers are the lifeblood of the organization, and we are
so lucky to have
them.

Maryanna VerMulm and Mikaela Lantz cooking
soup at a recent education program.
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Hay Creek Festival 2017
The Historic Joanna Furnace Iron Works will come alive in
just over 60 days at the 41st annual Hay Creek Festival. Our
popular community event will take place on September 8—10,
2017, and feature mechanical technology exhibits, antique
cars & tractors, early American craft demonstrations, contemporary crafts for your home, old time music and delicious
homemade foods. In addition, the ongoing restoration and
preservation efforts of the Joanna Furnace Iron Works makes
our 26-acre site a central part of our festival too.
Last year, many changes were made to the Hay Creek Festival
in order to create a new look for the event and to manage the
event more efficiently. Despite the excess heat at our anniversary festival, the organization earned an extra $10,000 in profit
due to the adjustments that we made. Yes the changes took
the entire year to organize and did create a few worries for our

Huberhaus Pottery of Myerstown will once again be Creekside Craft
participant at the Hay Creek Festival in September.

made it a point to stop by the front gate upon leaving the festival

volunteers, but at the end of the day the Hay Creek Festival

and stated “best festival ever”.

saw an upswing in revenues that benefitted the entire organiza-

In 2017, we will once again continue the “new” layout that we

tion.
We also received some very positive comments from visitors
and volunteers who attended our reorganized event. Richard
Lott of Birdsboro who brought his old Ford truck commented
“It was a hot day but the show was great. “You are doing a
great job.” Another visitor, Claire McHenry of Reading enjoyed the festival so much that she joined our organization
after attending the festival for a second time. Claire stated
“We are very pleased you help entertain and inform the gen-

started last year at the Hay Creek Festival. This reorganization
was done strategically to create a better layout for our historic
interpretation (ie. Domestic crafts near the mansion and village
industry tradesmen by the Furnace… plus we knitted all the craftsmen to the Joanna Furnace Iron Works Community), to condense our festival to make it look more inviting to the general
pubic (ie. combining the engine area with our contemporary
crafts) and to free up room in the parking area to allow more onsite parking for volunteers and visitors. Look for these three key

eral public about our country’s heritage. The exhibitors were

points to be carried forward to future festivals as well.

very good at explaining their crafts, and we were happy to see

No matter what changes or additions we bring to our Hay Creek

so many youngsters participating.” And finally, one couple

festival, we must always think about how we can set ourselves
apart from other historic festivals. Today we are competing with
dozens of other heritage events, as compared to 1976 when we
started our show. Therefore, now we must think outside of the
box so we can be a trendsetter and not a festival follower in order
to attract visitors. Creating event expectations among our interpreters, exhibitors and vendors is an important way to create a
quality historic event. Here are some of the requirements that
we expect from these key areas of the festival:

Threshing demonstrations have been a staple of the Hay Creek Festival since
1976. Pictured above Ray Ott of Reading talks about the Ground Hog
Thresher at Joanna Furnace

 Interpreters and Demonstrators — Our festival has always had
the greatest amount of expectations from our volunteers who
setup in and around the Joanna Furnace Iron Works. These
volunteers are expected to interpret and demonstrate a period craft and/or trade throughout the festival weekend. Appropriate period clothing is required. This standard is set to
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Hay Creek Festival

maintain the integrity of recreating the early American
life in the Hay Creek Valley from 1791 to 1898. The
Association offers garb classes and provides information
to craftsmen so they can represent their craft in a period
appropriate manner. No aluminum chairs and tables,
radios, MP3 players, plastic buckets or any such item is
permitted in this area. All materials visible to the public
should be in a character with the time period they represent. The Festival Committee has also asked interpreters not to have plastic water bottles on their tables or to
use their cell phones while demonstrating their craft.
 Mechanical Technology Exhibits — These festival participants are asked to spend time with their booth and talk
to the general pubic about their exhibit. Sales are not
permitted. Antique cars (vehicles older than 21 years
old with the appropriate antique tags) and tractor exhibitors are encouraged to participate in our daily festival
parade. Visitor safety is a major concern in this area
since there are many types of dangerous power equipment in operation.
 Creekside Crafts & Antiques — Craft and Antique vendors are required to pay a fee to participate at the festival. In addition, these vendors must have their craft
juried prior to the festival with the expectation that the
product they are selling is handmade. Modern pop-up
tents are permitted but vehicles must be removed from
the vendor area in order to create a more attractive
shopping area for our guests.
If you are a vendor or interpreter, think about your presentation and how the public will perceive you. Will a photo
taken of your exhibit at the festival be worthy to print in a
historic publication or even an engine magazine? Let’s keep
our standards strong so people want to attend our festival to
learn about our community heritage.
New attractions are coming in September 2017 to the Hay
Creek Festival! Look for wine tasting by Ridgewood Winery; a food preservation demonstration by Barbara Esterly; a
natural wool dyeing and fabric impression by Megan Greenholt and Virginia Carl; an expanded Civil War encampment
as we welcome the PA 50th, PA 69th and a medical impression by Mr. Robert Marut of Catawissa, PA. A judging competition will take place with our engine area exhibitors, antique cars and tractors with prizes being awarded. Saturday
night entertainment returns this year as we have the pleasure
of hosting the Big Big Jazz Band from Lancaster. This popular group will provide the exciting sounds of Count Basie,
Duke Ellington, the Dorsey Brother’s Bands and more!
We still need help for this year’s Hay Creek Festival. We
need you to spread the word about our event by letting your
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Festival Quilt Raffle

The 2017 Hay Creek Festival Quilt — Log Cabin Star. Tickets can be
purchased for $2 each or three for $5.

The 2017 Hay Creek Festival Quilt is ready for you. This
year’s raffle features a multi-color “Log Cabin Star” pattern
quilt that was locally made. The quilt measures 112”x 119”
and has an old-time feel just like the traditional quilts made
years ago. Quilt raffle tickets can be purchased for $2 each or
three tickets for $5. The winner of the quilt will be announced at 4:30 pm on Sunday, Sept. 10th at the festival.
Other items included in this year’s raffle are: 2nd prize —
Hand Painted Tray by Pat Oxenford, 3rd prize — Honey Product Gift Basket by Rick & Julie Freeman and 4th prize — Knitted Wear by Doris Molleca.
Three tickets are included in this newsletter. We are asking
that you purchase or sell these tickets to friends or neighbors.
If you are unable to sell the tickets, please return them to our
organization. Tickets are only $2.00 each, or three tickets for
$5.00. Please make checks payable to HCVHA and mail to
PO Box 36, Geigertown, PA 19523 with the SMALL TICKET STUBS (You keep the big portion of the ticket).
NOTE: Additional tickets may be purchased by sending the
appropriate money with this request. To save postage we will
not mail you the additional stubs; however, you can pick them
up in September at the quilt raffle booth.
friends and family know that we are looking for unique displays, demonstrations, antique cars, tractors, hit & miss engines, and history interpreters. If you know anyone who can
help by providing any of these festival attractions please contact
the office at 610-286-0388. Keep in mind we are also in need
of volunteers to help with visitor greeting, food sales and preparation, parking, and more.
As always thanks for your support and for helping to make our
festival great!
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New Interpretive Garb Building
We are very happy to announce that renovations to a standing building on the property have been completed to house
interpretive garb for our volunteers to wear during our festivals, tours and educational programs. We are currently in
the midst of moving the garb from the old building to the
new one.
The renovations were handled by John C. Zerr & Sons who
removed some of the old windows, replaced a window, and
installed insulation, new walls and a ceiling. Cliff Grube
and Mark Kern of the Over-the-Hill Gang installed a new
shelf and clothing bar. And our new Interpretive Gard Coordinator—Marie Williamson gave the building the finishing touch with a fresh coat of paint inside.
The next step is to organize and catalog our garb collection
and make repairs to the garb where needed. Cliff and Mark
will add more shelves as soon as we get through inventory.
We are excited for the increase of space and look forward to
moving forward with new sewing projects. We have a nice
collection of fabric and materials to create more garb, and
looking for volunteers who can help sew more garb this
summer and fall. Please contact Marie “Birdie” Williamson
at jfgarb31@gmail.com if you’d like to help with our exciting garb projects.
Please note: The interpretive garb is available on a first-
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Apple Festival Scarecrows—
"Who is afraid of the bogeyman?"
The word
“bogeyman”
comes from
the German
word
“bootzamon,”
which is the
name for the
humanlike
scarecrows
the German
immigrants
used on their
farms in the
19th Century.
Pennsylvania
German
farmers used
the bootzamon to protect their
Long sleeve button down shirts, blue jeans, ties, belts and
hats are needed by the Scarecrow Committee. Each year, crops from
seed-thieving
we sell close to 300 of these fall creatures.
birds. These
spooky guys were made from wooden cross that was dressed
with overalls, a long-sleeved shirt, and a scarf around the
neck.
We like to keep the bootzamon tradition alive at our annual
Hay Creek Apple Festival by giving attendees the chance to
build their own scarecrows to take home and spook the
neighborhood birds — or children.

come first-serve basis. Therefore, if you need clothing for
our upcoming festival, please contact Marie as soon as possible so we can put the appropriate garb aside for you.
Interpretive garb is an important part of interpretation
at Hay Creek events. Volunteers who help in historic buildings or provide a living history
presentation must have the
appropriate garb. Not only
does garb help to tell the story
of your craft or trade, but also
sets the stage for the authentic
nature of our site.
For more information about
acquiring interpretive garb or
to borrow clothing from our
closet for the upcoming Hay
Creek Festival, please contact
Marie Williamson. Member
deadline to loan garb is
August 16, 2017.

You can help us to continue the bootzamon tradition. Here
are two ways you can help:
Clean your closet - We need button down long-sleeve shirts,
hats (winter/summer), neckties, belts, bandanas/scarves,
yarn for hair, felt, string or twine to tie wrists and ankles
closed, and plain white material (like sheets) to make scarecrow heads.
Sew patches - We can supply you with kits that include everything needed to sew patches. Each kit includes 10 shirts,
35 patches (sew 3 or 4 on each shirt) and embroidery thread
for stitching the patches on the shirt.
For information, sewing kits, or to donate items, you can
call the office at 610-286-0388. You can also contact our
scarecrow committee consisting of Teresa Watkins, Penny
Boerner, or Jenn Weiler at 484-338-3036 or email
j.t.weiler73@gmail.com.
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Membership News

New Groups Dig Into Joanna Furnace History

Volunteer Spotlight — Linda Ott

When the Hay Creek Valley Historical Association acquired
Joanna Furnace in 1979 and 1980, the site was in ruins. So
how do you think the organization learned so much about the
history of the site when it was just a couple of dilapidated
buildings when they started?
Researching different documents available through local libraries, people affiliated with the furnace, and historical associations provided some answers. But completing archaeological digs gave the association answers to many questions that
research couldn’t provide.
Through our partnership with Chapter 21 of the Society
Pennsylvania Archaeology, we have completed several successful digs throughout the site. However, excavation at Joanna
Furnace came to a halt last year due to lack of volunteer interest. We are pleased to see our archaeological progress resume
this summer thanks to Owen J. Roberts ROTC students and
Boy Scout Troop 315 from Exeter.
The ROTC students and the Boy Scouts will bring their open
minds and willingness to get dirty to help us excavate and
solve more mysteries at Joanna Furnace. After completing our
archaeological training sessions, the groups will start to dig
near the Mystery Building. They will also help to clear dirt
from the arches behind the Casting House to prepare for the
upcoming Bosh Preservation Project.
The Hay Creek Archaeology Committee could use your help!
If you’d like to help solve history’s mysteries at Joanna Furnace, call the Hay Creek Office 610-286-0388.

Membership Meetings Now Held March & September
For the members who have attended the six Hay Creek meetings during the year, you are aware that the meetings are poorly attended, even those where a guest speaker made a presentation based on the Furnace or local history.
After a long discussion at the January 15th 2017 meeting, the
Board voted to change the Association membership meetings
as provided for in Article 5 - General Membership Meetings.
As per the organization’s bylaws, this change had to be approved at two consecutive membership meetings. In March
and May, the membership approved this motion. The
amended Article 5, #1 now reads as follows: "General Membership Meetings shall be held on the third Sunday of March
and November. The membership shall be notified in writing
at least one week in advance of any meeting date changes or
cancellations."

Past President & Life Member Linda Ott

These past few months have been a whirlwind of excitement for
the Hay Creek Valley Historical Association. Between our weekend breakfast events, Thursday Volunteer Days, the Victorian
Tea, and two education programs in May, Hay Creek volunteer
Linda Ott has barely had a moment to rest.
Linda helps both behind the scenes and during our events and
educational programs, and she is always present from the early
morning hours to the final cleanup tasks. She does it all with a
smile on her face and no expectations of anything in return.
The Hay Creek Valley Historical Association owes Linda a debt
of gratitude. We would like to thank her for the hours of hard
work she has dedicated to accomplishing Hay Creek’s mission
to preserve and promote our local heritage.
Get involved — be a volunteer!
We have many ways for you to get involved — even from the
comfort of your own home. You can help us with gardening,
sewing, cooking, woodworking, early American crafts, history,
education, archaeology, and much more. Call 610-286-0388 or
email info@haycreek.org to volunteer.
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From The President, continued from page 1
ber.
HCVHA Committee Self-Determination
We are working to strengthen the concept of HCVHA committee self-determination. By this, I mean major decisions
that affect specific committees and disciplines, and those
subsequent projects or events are to be determined by each
committee through meetings, assessment, and committee
decisions rather than by individuals.
Committee decisions are made through discussions that
sometimes include the executive director and/or board
liaison. Coordination with leadership is sometimes necessary as there may be times when one committee’s decision
will impact other areas or committees.
Exceptions to this concept include committee decisions
that:
 Fall within the policies of the HCVHA. Keep in
mind restoration, educational, and interpretive
standards established by the board of directors and
remember that Joanna Furnace is a museum.
 Involve funds that are available through committee
budget submitted annually in the fall.
 Meet all safety, state, and township regulations.
There will be a learning curve associated with the concept
of committee self-determination, and we expect some committees to have questions about it. We may schedule meetings with committee leaders to clarify the process. Please
feel free to contact me with any questions.
HCVHA Spring Project Review
Over the past several months there has been a whirlwind of
activity at Joanna Furnace. Many things are easy to spot.
However, an amazing number of tasks have been completed
“behind the scenes.” Here is just a sample what you have all
accomplished in March/April/May of this year.
The HCVHA and Historic Joanna Furnace Iron Works:
1. Welcomed almost 1,600 guests during education
programs, breakfasts, work parties, rentals, and
events.
2. Worked with an attorney to solve the deed restriction issues attached to the original deeds from
1979.
3. Restructured several committees with new leadership and responsibilities.
4. Supported the executive director by having committee leaders take over certain roles and release
him to work in a more strategic manner.
5. Completed four spring interpreter training sessions for our volunteers.
6. Reviewed educational programs to look at efficiency in staffing and return on investment.

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
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Started a new student archaeology program with others
over the horizon.
Worked with our restoration architectural consultant
and International Chimney Corporation to define
proposals for the bosh restoration.
Contracted local crafter to create a model of the proposed bosh restoration.
Prepared authentic exterior wooden shutters for the
Office/Store to be installed soon.
Worked on the Office/Store cellar restoration project.
Purchased first aid kits that will go in buildings
throughout the site.
Created a new Garb Building using an existing building on the property.
Upgraded kitchen equipment and outside flooring in
food service area.
Started to roof the storage trailer near the Mechanical
Technology Building.
Reviewed association and museum risk management
programs.
Supplemented the hard copy association newsletters
with fast-reading bullet point emails.
Developed partnership with Ephrata National Bank.
Began the search for a grant writer.
Worked on the Head Race Nature Path.

Considering all that has been accomplished, a big thank you
goes out to all the volunteers who have dedicated thousands of
hours over the past twelve weeks. We appreciate your passion
and dedication to the HCVHA and Historic Joanna Furnace
Iron Works. Also, thank you for remembering to record your
time in the Volunteer Log Book.
Our volunteers are very valuable
Each volunteer hour you contribute to the organization equals
$23.75 per hour in contributions from matching grants. A
matching grant is one where the association is required to
match the grant dollars to qualify for the grant.

Boy Scout Troop 543, Owen J. Roberts ROTC and
Hay Creek volunteers take a break at the April 1st
cleanup day at Joanna Furnace.

Page 9

Ju ly 2017

Membership News

Meet Hay Creek’s new Administrative Assistant
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that one grew in her garden. Being self-sustainable, self-sufficient,
doing things for yourself rather than relying on large corporations
to do it for you is something that is completely lost today.”
Ambre is looking for ways to have students here on site every
week. She states this can be accomplished by designing and reformatting more compact/efficient programs like the Reading Middle
School field trip of a few weeks ago. “We have to staff our programs with smaller numbers of educators. We need to think out of
the box and present the high quality hands-on programs we’re
know for and continue to meet the state educational standards in
unique ways. “
Keeping it fun for the volunteers and fun for the students while
they are learning
“To grow the program, first we must examine how we are using
our volunteers and develop ways to attract additional people for
our education team. We don’t want to overwork our current volunteers. We want our volunteers to feel appreciated and have fun
with the education program.

Ambre Juryea-Amole is Hay Creek’s new Administrative Assistant.
Ambre, who comes to us with a strong communications background, will
be helping to develop our education programs at Joanna Furnace.

I finally caught up with Ambre after lunch on a volunteer
Thursday. I had to wait my turn to talk with her since many
volunteers had points to discuss with her. She is one busy
lady!
When we finally got to her office, I wanted her to fill me in
about her vision for the Hay Creek’s education programs.
Here’s part of our conversation.
“Our education program needs to have a constant flow of
students so Hay Creek can increase revenue by having students here all the time. By taking this direction the association income stream can be weaned away from the weatherdependent events.”
Ambre constantly reiterates that we have something that will
be important for the future. “Basically, if we don’t teach kids
about this heritage, it will be lost. We’re preserving not only
the history of Berks County but a simpler way of life that
these students are not learning in school. It’s a much better
way of teaching than by textbooks, videos and tests.”
“Students who come here actually live and experience these
things. And we’re teaching through hands-on activities. They
can’t get that in school. I love that we teach early American
crafts. We’re highlighting so many things that were once a
basic part of life, but are now lost. Today, kids don’t know
even simple things like how fabric is made and dyed, how to
use a hammer, how to plant a garden and how to cook food

I’ve been talking to a lot of homeschool moms and asking them
what kind of programs would meet their needs. They tell me
they’re looking to find ways to make STEAM topics like science,
math and history come alive for their students. This is where we
can use the Mechanical Technology Building, in addition to the
historic complex, to include these topics in ways that similar sites
can’t. Here the homeschool moms can learn along with their kids
and help them even more when they go back home. We would
provide the curriculum and the moms could take it easy for the
day.”
Archaeology Education
“We have come to a road block with our archaeology program.
Our current archaeology program is on hiatus at this point. The
groups of young people we currently have scheduled are coming
out to learn and to volunteer to do some simple archaeology for
us. Actually, these groups contacted us and are asking us to provide this type of program. With this unsolicited interest, it would
be difficult for us to decline offering programs for them. So, we
are in process of developing an archaeology curriculum for these
students”
In-House Training
“I want to work on having more in-house classes available for all of
our volunteers. By demonstrating all our varied topics, more volunteers will be engaged in them and, in turn, this may encourage
more volunteers to consider working in these areas.”
As you can see, the education program is now poised to become a
major component of the Hay Creek / Joanna Furnace Iron
Works mix of activities. The above initiatives are on the “drawing
board” and will be rolled out in a manageable manner. Some of
the programs will begin this summer, some in fall. We will phase
in most of the initiatives in 2018.
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Membership News

Victorian Tea Review

Thank You For Supporting Our Plant Sale
th

The 11
annual Victorian Tea
was held on
Saturday,
May 13th at
Joanna Furnace. It was
another success thanks
to many of
our volunGuests at the recent Victorian Tea at Joanna Furnace. This
teers who
year’s tea served close to 100 women and men.
helped to
prepare and serve. Fanciful tea sandwiches, scones, cookies, punch
and teas were served. We had a special addition to our tea with
Karen Ludwig playing music of the post Civil War era on the dulcimer. Ninety eight guests attended our event! An atmosphere 1867
was created by serving the tea on fine china and silverware and
servers in period attire. The program presented was “A Woman’s
Place in post Civil War Society.” A big thank you goes out to everyone who participated.

My grandmother always said, "Don't thank anyone for a plant or it
won't grow." Risking going against old German wisdom, a big thank
you to everyone who supported the Hay Creek Plant Sale on Saturday, May 20th; to all the people who dug, potted, and donated plants
from their own gardens to those who selected and donated for special
plants to take home and plant at their homes.
It is especially satisfying to me to experience such a positive exchange.
Everyone wins. Growing herbs, perennials, and tubers(canna lillies)
has a long history that we are proud to continue. A special thank you
to Gene Zeigler for his donation of ceramics. Keep on growing!
Would you like to help with the 19th century Herb Garden at Joanna
Furnace? If so, contact Kathy Townley at 570-345-2637 or kltownley@yahoo.com.

Thinking ahead to next year’s event, the Tea Committee met and
reorganized the China to make it easier to setup. The China is
now packaged according to table assignments, which means tubs
are packaged with 6, 7 and 8 place settings depending on the people sitting at a table.
If you would like to be a part of the Tea Committee, contact Caroline Lee at 610-670-0098 or famylee@comcast.net.

Over 400 perennials, herbs, shrubs, bulbs and garden supplies were available to
purchase at the May 20th plant sale.

Become a Part of History ... Join our Volunteer Program!
Select one of the following membership categories:

□

Family membership $30

□

Individual membership $20

□

Individual Life Membership $250

Name ___________________________________________________________ Address ________________________________________________________________
City/State/ZIP _______________________________________________ Phone ___________________________ Email _________________________ ___________
Birth date ________________ Occupation _______________________________________________ Circle if Available on:

days

evenings

weekends

Can you help at events? Yes / No _________________________________________
Are you interested in helping at our Thursday work party days? Yes / No
Would you be interested in serving on one of our organization’s committees? Yes / No __________________________________________________________________
Can you do things at home to help the organization? (ie make phone calls and/or sew scarecrow supplies) Yes / No __________________________________________

Family Memberships:
Additional Member name _______________________________ DOB ____________ Additional Member name _______________________________ DOB ____________
Additional Member name _______________________________ DOB ____________ Additional Member name _______________________________ DOB ____________
______ Help us save postage and printing. Check here to have your newsletter emailed to you.

Make check payable to HCVHA and return application with self-addressed stamped envelope to:

Hay Creek Valley Historical Association PO Box 36, Geigertown, PA 19523. Memberships can also be paid online at haycreek.org.

